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Teen spy author spills secrets at library

BY CRAIG PURCELL
Staff Writer
craig.purcell@wcinet.com

People found out just
enough about The Boy Who
Knew Too Much when au-
thor Jeffrey Westholf talked
about his new book Aug. 27
at the James Kennedy Pub-
lic Library.

Westhoff’s parents,
Tom and Peggy (Showal-
ter) Westhoff, are former
residents of Dyersville. The
author read portions of his
recently published teen
spy novel and shared an-
ecdotes about the writing
process with a group of 23,
many of whom are cousins
still living in the area.

Amazon.com describes
the book as an “action-
charged (young adult)
adventure that blends the
suspense of Alfred Hitch-
cock with the thrills of

James Bond.”

Westhoff is a self-pro-
fessed Bond-o-phile who
uses James Bond referenc-
es throughout the story.
He said the book’s pro-
tagonist— American teen
Brian Parker—was an easy
character to write because
Parker is 90 percent based
on Westhoff.

On a school trip to Eu-
rope, Brian comes across a
spy who reveals secrets to
Brian with his dying words.
Brian is then chased across
Europe by spies and other
nefarious characters who
want what Brian knows.

The idea of writing the
book came to Westhoffin a
serendipitous moment.

“T used to be a feature
writer for a newspaper, and
1 was working on a story
about young adult spy nov-
els,” Westhoff said. “A friend
of mine who's an author

Author Jeffrey Westhoff, son of former Dyersville

Craig Purce

residents Tom and Peggy (Showalter) Westhoff,
left, signs a copy of his teen spy/adventure novel
“The Boy Who Knew Too Much” for Molly Evers at
the James Kennedy Public Library Aug. 27.

was having a book signing
at a local bookstore, and I
was looking for sources. I
asked her if she knew any-

one who was writing a teen-
age spy novel.”

The author didn’t hear
him correctly and thought

he had said he was writ-
ing a teenage spy novel.
After Westhoff told her he
wasn't, the author told him
he should.

“I'd been reading them
for the story and thought in
the back of my head I could
probably write one,” said
Westhoff. “So it was almost
an accident that spurred
me to write it.”

He shared how he fig-
ured out how to write the
character of Larissa, an
ally Brian picks up while in
France. Admitting he had
no idea of what it was like
to be a 16-year-old French
girl, Westhoff said he pre-
pared a “carefully worded”
message on MySpace that
he sent to girls who lived
in the particular area of
France he was writing
about, asking them what
their lives were like.

Chuckling at the idea,

Westhoff said the very first
girl who responded was
extremely helpful, and is
thanked in the book.

The eight-year writing
process included periods
when Westhoff did not
work on it, but his efforts.
reached fruition when In-
trigue Publishing picked
up the book.

Molly Evers, a cous-
in from Dyersville, had
Westhoff sign her copy of
the book. “It's very action-
packed, and I could follow
it because I (had visited)
some of those areas,” she
said. “The main character
was always one step ahead
of the spies.”

Readers may need to
wait a while to find outifhe
stays that way. Westhoff has
found that his readers want
more. “It seems like every-
one who's read it is asking
about a sequel,” he said.
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